Transition Barrie

Open Space Meeting – October 24th 2009

Please email us at info@transitionbarrie.org if you have any questions!

Watch the website for upcoming events!

FOLLOW-UP NOTES:

Community groups Transition Barrie could Network with:

· BDNA Barrie Downtown Neighbourhood Association

· Zero Waste Group

· ARCinstitute.net (Artists Raising Conciousness)

· Barrie Home Builder’s Association

· Make Poverty History (Barrrie Chapter)

· Brereton Field Naturalists Club

· Barrie Garden Club

Topics/Skills I would like to learn:

· Fix my pant hems

· Make my own cleaning supplies

· Gardening / Preserving Food

· Plumbing / Electrical / Construction

· Basic home repair skills

Topic/Skills I would like to Teach/Lead

· sewing, knitting

Suggested Activities

The process of starting a Community Garden.

We need to help Barrie to have a local, stable economy.

Communication regarding promotion of ideas.

Education on what local produce is available and how the planet is affected by organic farming and local farming.

Searching public/private land for Community Gardens.

Transition Town spin-off meeting on Sustainable Business Development.

Incorporate community planning with alternative forms of transportation and city planning.

Citizens and government work together to build “active” community.

Awards/Scholarships to recognize good sustainable business practices ideally from Rotary Club, Chamber of Commons.

One-day conference involving Business/Government/Public to promote/highlight sustainable practices.

Suggested Issues

Poverty

How do we make it easier for standard of living and wealth to change with economics?

What can we do to stop cycle and help make poverty History?

“The working poor”. Distribution of wealth not balanced.

Policy changes to solve poverty problems. Get at root not bandaid fix.

Welcoming Density

Awareness about benefits of high density residential areas is low.

Zoning by-law may not support mixed and dense neighbourhoods.

Heating

Short-term

Efficiency: density, insulation (esp. commercial), lower temperatures. Education

Longer-term

1. Ground source heat, lower cost via local neighbourhood loops.

2. Heat for district loops: ?? Municipal wastewater, green waste digestion.

Synthesis of Ideas

· Green spaces put onto map using GIS

· Inspired: keep trying to change personal habits

· Connecting: make database of resources

· Be cautious of how/what you are buying

· Community garden initiative: heritage seeds

· Increasing insulation on home; conduct energy audit

· Every discussion has come back to strengthening community
Other Suggestions

Use shame and embarrassment for change

Getting message out

Change at policy level

Change personal habits

Facts/Ideas

Don’t just recycle but re-use, ie glass instead of plastic.

Not enough awareness of harmful chemicals in the home. People must educate themselves.

Society wrong beliefs: success = materialism – wrong values.

Welcoming density: 1) increase awareness of benefits of high density and mixed neighbourhoods; 2) learn about zoning by-law and municipal plans; 3) network with organization.

Sphere of influence


Own actions


Community Groups,

Municipal Government
Business Ambassadors

Rotary, Chamber of Commerce

Superstores should be forced to sell a certain percentage of local grown produce / beef / eggs  / chicken / etc.

Farm tours organized and run like the fall tours for arts and crafts.

Session Notes

Session Topic:
Poverty

Facilitator:
Stephen W.

Note Taker:
Andrea

Other Participants:
Jenna, Svea, Mariam, Kathy, Iain

Key Points:
The working poor are hard-working people.  Despite efforts many are still poor. People like waitresses depend on tips.


Barrie should “Make Poverty History”.


A balance is needed between value of work, amount of pay, and worth of the employee.


Formal education should not be the only pay factor.


We need solutions to poverty such as diverting waste food to food banks, distributing wealth more equitably. We should be aware of disadvantaged groups such as native people,

Actions/Strategies:
Let immigrants practice their trades in Canada.


Create a foundation to give excess to others.


Society creates expectation that More is Better. Society must redefine this attitude. Some people have already moved in that direction.


In the future, we will probably be poorer than now with the prospect of environmental crises and the depletion of oil.

Session Topic:
Organic Versus Local

Facilitator:
Ricki


Note Taker:
Ricki

Other Participants:
Ron, John, Larry

Key Points:
What has a bigger carbon footprint local or organic?

Actions/Strategies:
Choose produce that does not have residual pesticides.


Choose local and organic.

Session Topic:
Supporting Local Agriculture

Facilitator:
Sandra Trainor

Note Taker:
Doris Doran

Other Participants:
Janice S., Tim M., Adrian

Key Points:
Make people aware that we can eat well year round on local food.


Raise awareness of what is available besides fruit and vegetables e.g. meat, eggs, honey etc.

Actions/Strategies:
Use farmers markets.


Use community-shared agriculture.


Be aware of Simcoe County Farm Fresh at www.simcoecountyfarmfresh.ca

Ask farmers how they grow their food and raise their animals.


Buy local food and produce our own in backyard gardens.


Take a tour. Start with the farmers market and then tour six farms.


Local stores should have to sell a certain percentage of their products from local sources.


Money is still a factor whether people can afford to buy from farmers or from super stores.

Session Topic:
Home Heating Alternatives

Facilitator:
S. Foster

Note Taker:
S. Foster

Other Participants:
Mike, Lisa, Barry, Karen, Geordie, Marina, Tim

Key Points:
Ground source heat pumps are worthwhile, but expensive. Having a central system with shared loops can reduce costs.


Digestion of green waste can be used to capture methane for fuel.


Green roofs insulate to reduce summer heat gain and winter heat loss.


Improve insulation, particularly in commercial buildings.


Educate regarding conservation. Heat rooms selectively.


Increase density of housing. More people sharing equal less heat per person.

Actions/Strategies:
A working group could analyze the following:


Cost of info structure


Waste water heat exchange.


Various ownership models.


Solar water heaters.


What is the potential for improving efficiency within existing buildings both commercial and residential?

Session Topic:
Alternative Transportation Systems

Facilitator:
Tim McCauley

Note Taker:
Jenna Zanda

Other Participants:
 Dave Collacutt, Marina Gavrilov, Lisa Tooke, Steve Foster

Key Points:
With rising fuel costs resulting from peak oil, how do we adapt.


Use car-sharing systems. -Zip system


Deal with public transit issues.

Actions/Strategies:
Use GO trains and automated vans.


City buses could be smaller and more numerous- even vans. (Smaller scale, broader coverage)


Use active transportation systems-walking biking etc.


Municipal planning is important.


Focus on local transportation.


Lobby for changes in official plan to increase bike lanes etc.



Dedicate a highway lane to bicycles.


Develop incentives for taking the train.


Support train transportation with taxes.


Coordinate carpooling with lists and organizers.

Session Topic:
How can and should we change?

Facilitator:
Iain Robertson

Note Taker:
Sandra Trainer

Other Participants:


Key Points:


Actions/Strategies:
Change will happen at individual level


Get message out


At policy level


Local food procurement policy


Refuse packaging at source


Talking to your neighbours


Change tastebuds


Changing personal habits – one thing at a time


Changing food buying habits


Buying less processed foods


Bringing awareness around what is right (i.e. water bottles, Styrofoam cups)


Use embarrassment and shame for change

Session Topic:
Density

Facilitator:
Eri

Note Taker:
Steph

Other Participants:
Andrea, Carl, Geordie, Janice, Stan, Steph, Eric

Key Points:


Actions/Strategies:
City is sprawling


Problem:


Lots too big (property lots)


Neighbourhoods are too specific (i.e. only one function – shopping or living)


City councillors listen to people who are outraged when denser housing is proposed


Zoning by-laws:


Commercial zones can allow residential


Residential zones don’t easily allow commercial


Myths about denser neighbourhoods means more cars


Developers are sometimes pre-approved to build denser design, but then people oppose ( need better plans and follow through


Sometimes apartments are geared to one demographic i.e. low income, seniors


Solutions:


Making neighbourhoods more dense i.e. more people living closer together


Making mixed neighbourhoods


Increase awareness of denser neighbourhoods


Zoning – can do “spot re-zoning” but need public support when council looks at proposals


Network of people and organization (health unit, etc.) who will advocate about denser and mixed neighbourhoods


Understand zoning and municipal plans


Resources 


David Suzuki foundation


Library


Apartments should be mixed within the building – mandated by municipal councils


40% low income, rest not


First 2 floors commercial


Developers may pay for awareness campaigns


Have neighbourhoods with ideal densities speak about benefits

Session Topic:
When we don’t have a paying job how will we run our lives?

Facilitator:
Bonnie Collacutt

Note Taker:
Jesse Skinner

Other Participants:
Karen, Svea, Adrian, Kathy, John

Key Points:
When the economy collapses, many will be unemployed.  What happens when gas prices increase?  How quickly will change happen?  How do we change standards?  

Actions/Strategies:
Look at challenges those in retirement or unemployed currently face


Idle hands may cause problems, and people may be restless.  People need to discover what they enjoy doing and possibly slowdown too.  In small towns, material concerns are less, people and children participate in community.


Free time means time to give back.  Standards of wealth can change, i.e. families living together.


We are independent now because we can, but that can change.


We can introduce tax incentives to encourage families sharing homes, and deal with student housing issues.


Home stay parents maybe a solution.


Looking to Europe may help us to look into the future here.


Bartering will help us build a local economy.

Session Topic/Issues: Encouraging Sustainable Business

Facilitator: Bob Jowett

Notetaker: 

Other Participants: Carl, Jesse, Stan, Bonnie

Questions and key points:

· Bringing business to barrie that is not toxic

· Waste transfer

· Commuting – working from home

· Involvement of municipality – lobbying councillors, etc. – influencing policy bureaucratic red tape

· Externalizing costs

· Businesses starting to talk about environmental footprint

Actions, strategies, guiding principals:

· Local incentives to make existing business more sustainable

· Co-working office on Dunlop St

· Suitewroks

· Farmers Market – bringing goods to market

· Lobbying other groups  rotary club, chamber of commerce, etc (
· awards to improving business

· scholarships to students

· improve job skills

· small businesses more sustainable

· support for businesses adopting standards e.g. internationally recognized environmental standards (ISO 16001)

· Lobby businesses to source agreed percentage of raw materials from local suppliers

· Improving communications – make noise about changes that are happening e.g. improvements made by Barrie Metals

· One day conference incorporating business/government/public to promote/highlight sustainable practices

· Must be well planned/organzed

· Strength of transition – no blame – cooperation as opposed to confrontation

· Transition town community to walk the walk as well as talk the talk

· Sphere of influence – encourage spin-off meetings, café meeting

Session Topic/Issues: Barter System

Facilitator: Valerie

Notetaker: Adrian

Other Participants: Marina, Mandy

Questions and key points:

· Trading basic services

· Creating local communities that pull local resources from each other

· Everyone works together

· Develop a local currency for barter simplification

· Use local resources (lumber, waste) to trade with US or other communities

· If gas prices increase above $2/L communities will either be out of work or forced to move closer to job

Actions, strategies, guiding principals:

· This is the first step to the panic (last point above) as people attempt to sell their homes but there are no buyers.  Now the community is forced to work together

· Community board to determine fair barters (solution concept)

Session topic: Green Products for the Home


Questions + key points:

· Concentration of harmful chemicals in the home are higher than the workplace

· Long-term impact of chemicals not fully known (very few studies on this)

· Chemicals in laundry soap, cleaning products

Actions + strategies:

· Lemon juice as a disinfectant

· Vinegar as a cleaner or in washing

· Baking soda as a cleaner

· Don’t consider corn as a fuel

· Educate people, do research for your indoor environment

· Plastics are a big issue, some are biodegradable, can still leave small particles, could be worse. Should be cellular

· Totally eliminate plastics in your home + use glass on wood containers

· Educate people that a lot of products are green-washed

· Recycle what you can but reuse is better

· Change lightbulbs to fluorescents + starting to use LCD lighting

· Use less electricity – power saver thermostat

· Use cold water to wash

· Energy saving appliances

· Getting rid of carpets

· Install newer higher efficiency furnace

· Use more solar power

· Plastic bags that milk comes in can be donated

Session Topic: Community Gardens

Question + key points:

· Can a private citizen donate property?

Actions + strategies:

· Dealing with public land

· Liability issues

· Pick out open spaces where land can be used for community public compost, solar energy, etc/

· Land around apartment buildings – access to community gardens

· Highlight areas

· Who is potentially able to head project (delegate)

· Where is $ coming from – donations, grants

· 40 plots in Sunnidale park, city is involved, being lobbied for 1 ½ years

· Need a conduit to find out info regarding community gardens

· “cityland”  change mindset to “common land”

